Lupus panniculitis with combined features of dermatomyositis resulting in severe lipoatrophy.
An 11-year-old girl presented with a one-year history of multiple, hard, slightly painful subcutaneous nodules on her right cheek, upper arms, and buttock. Histology of a skin biopsy specimen showed a lobular panniculitis. Laboratory studies revealed positive ANA, anti-double strand DNA, and elevated muscle enzymes. She was diagnosed as having lupus panniculitis. During hydroxychloroquine treatment, erythema over knuckle joints developed. These unusual clinical and laboratory findings of panniculitis associated connective tissue diseases made it difficult to make a precise diagnosis. We report this unusual case of lupus panniculitis with combined features of dermatomyositis resulting in severe lipoatrophy.